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Covid-19 Outbreak Management Plan (Jan 2022) 

Managing Risk & Transmission 

As Covid-19 becomes a virus that we learn to live with, it is now imperative to reduce the disruption 

to children’s education, particularly given that the direct clinical risks to children are low. 

This plan is based on the contingency framework for managing local outbreaks of Covid-19, 

provided by the Department for Education (DfE). We implement measures in this plan in response 

to recommendations provided by our Local Authority (LA), Public Health England (PHE), our local 

health protection teams, and by following Government guidance. 

These measures will be implemented to help prevent the spread of infection within the nursery 

setting, to manage a Covid-19 outbreak or cluster, to react to high Covid-19 infection rates in the 

community, or when all measures in place are still failing to reduce risk and infection. 

During this evolving situation we will monitor and follow any changes from our LA and Government 

guidance, and will update our risk assessment to reflect any changes in practice.   

Measures to Prevent the Spread of Infection 

Since the start of the Coronavirus pandemic, we have been pleased with our Covid-19 policy and 

the adaptations we have made to our everyday practice to ensure we offered, and continue to 

offer, the children, their families and our staff a safe environment. 

Hygiene and social distancing remain the two key elements of infection prevention and control. 

Following LA guidance we have decided to keep the following procedures in place: 

 Any child, staff member, or visitor with coronavirus symptoms must not attend nursery and 
must isolate at home. 

 Any person displaying symptoms must not return to nursery until they have completed the 
required isolation period and/or received a negative coronavirus test, in line with 
Government guidelines. 

 If a family member tests positive, we ask that the child not come into nursery until the 
required isolation period has been completed. 

 Children with temperatures cannot return to nursery until they have been 24 hours fever 
free, without the need of medication to assist. 

 Increased cleaning processes remain in place 

 Ventilation is a key part of infection control, therefore doors and windows remain open and 
outdoor play is encouraged 

 All visitors entering the nursery are required to wear a face mask, and may be asked to carry 
out a Lateral Flow test 

 Staff members carry out regular Lateral Flow testing 
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 Good hand hygiene is promoted at the nursery and frequent and thorough hand cleaning is 
now regular practice 

 All children and staff travelling to England must adhere to travel legislation, details of which 
can been seen by reading the Government travel advice.   

 
Local Outbreaks 

We are required to have in place a Covid Outbreak Management Plan, outlining how we will 

operate if there is an outbreak in our setting or our local area. 

If nursery infection cases of children or staff members reach 10% within a 10-day period, this may 

be classed as a Covid-19 outbreak.  We will also be informed if there is an extremely high 

prevalence of Covid-19 in the local area. 

If we have several positive confirmed cases within the setting, we will contact the dedicated DFE 

helpline for advice. It may be escalated to the Local Public Health Team who will advise if our 

Outbreak Management Plan needs to be implemented. 

The dedicated DFE helpline number is 0800 046 8687, and callers should select option 1. This 

number can also be used to seek additional public health advice if we have concerns about 

transmission. 

Ofsted must be informed of any confirmed cases in the setting, whether a child or a staff member. 

Ofsted should also be informed if we have to close the setting as a result.  Hertfordshire County 

Council will also be informed of any outbreak and closures. 

Bushey Gan’s Outbreak Management Plan 

1. When 5 children or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for Covid -19 
within a 10-day period 

2. 10% of children or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for Covid -19 
within a 10-day period 

3. We will seek public health advice if a pupil or staff member is admitted to hospital with 
Covid-19. 

4. We will contact Public Health England Health Protection Team and follow the advice given. 
5. If there is an identified local outbreak within the setting we will follow the advice given by 

the local Public Health England Health Protection Team. This may include: 

 Reintroducing enhanced control measures such as the requirement to wear face masks, 
minimising group sizes, not admitting visitors into the setting 

 Reintroducing smaller group sizes/bubbles 

 Limit the use of some shared areas 

 A more intense deep clean 

 More activities outside, weather permitting 

 Reviewing ventilation indoors  

 Review and increase adult testing & the compulsory testing of any visitors into the 
setting 
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 Applying enhanced guidance rules around self-isolation and testing 

 Partial closure or disruption to service (accepting only key workers children, or the 
children in our older classes) 

 Events being cancelled 

 Full closure 

 NHS Test and Trace becoming involved to  work with positive cases to identify close 
contacts 

 Digital  learning may need to be implemented, and this can be supplemented by using 
Hungry Little Minds, BBC Tiny Happy People, and Words for Life 

6. If any additional measures need to be implemented staff will be informed of them by the 
nursery manager, parents will be informed via their WhatsApp group and an email will also 
be sent by the nursery manager. The nursery management committee and United 
Synagogue will be kept informed of any changes by the nursery manager. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/

